
Welcome to the 76th Olympic 
Logging Conference. We hope that 
this year’s conference provides new 
ideas and networking opportunities 
for you.

The theme we chose this year is 
Share the Vision, Share the Solution. 
We felt it was important that as 
our industry faces many challenges, 
that we become a unified voice and 
find viable answers. We hope that 
during this conference you come 
away with new ideas and working 
solutions that you can take back to 
your company.

A huge thank you to all of our 
sponsors. Sponsorship of this 
conference is what makes it all 
possible, so please, take a moment 
to thank a sponsor.

Thank you to all current and past 
board members. We are thankful 
to have been invited to participate 
with this group of committed, 
inspirational and creative people.  It 
is rewarding to be involved in such 
a collaborative team effort each 
year.  

This conference always brings out 
the best in leadership for all those 
that attend, so, on behalf of our 
Board of Directors, we are thrilled 
you are joining us and hope you 
enjoy your time in Victoria.
 
Roger and Carmen Smith
2023 Chair
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76TH ANNUAL OLYMPIC LOGGING CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26

Conference Check-In - Shaughnessy Ballroom 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Meet & Greet - Shaughnessy Ballroom 7:00 – 11:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 27

Conference Check-In and Breakfast - Palm Court 6:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Past Chair Breakfast - Library 6:30 – 7:30 a.m.
Tribute to Jack - Crystal Ballroom 7:30 a.m.  
Invocation, Welcome, Introductions - Crystal Ballroom 7:45 a.m.
Washington Contract Loggers Association – Jerry Bonagofsky 8:25 a.m.
Pacific Logging Congress – Casey Black 8:40 a.m.
American Forest Resource Council – Matt Comisky 8:50 a.m.
The Beck Group - Steve Courtney   9:20 a.m.
B.C. Update - David Elstone  9:50 a.m.
BREAK 10:05 a.m.
Loggers! Don’t Leave Culture to Chance - Wendy Farrand 10:20 a.m.
Announcements 11:25 a.m.
LUNCH – On your own  11:30 a.m.
Sustainable Workforce 
    Panel: Odie Bertsch, Aaron Abrahams, Adam Lee 1:05 p.m.
Financial Challenges and Solutions  
    Panel: Brian Bahs, Jen Inman  2:00 p.m. 
BREAK 2:30 - 2:45 p.m.
Who’s the Future of Forestry?  
    Panel: Brennan Gray, Heather Spalding, Steven Thomas 2:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Reception - Palm Court 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Dinner, Scholarship Awards, Live Auction, Entertainment - Crystal Ballroom 7:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Social – Hosted by Papé Machinery Until 11:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 28

Breakfast - Palm Court 6:30 – 9:00 a.m.
What’s New in Timber 
    Papé Machinery, Clay Emery 7:00 a.m.
    Modern Machinery, Russ Smith  7:30 a.m.
    Summit Attachments, Eric Krume  8:00 a.m.
    Tigercat, Kushiah McCullough  8:30 a.m.
Foundation Golf Scramble at Cordova Bay Golf Course  9:45 a.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Royal Museum Tour (lunch on your own) 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Reception - Palm Court 6:45 p.m.
Dinner, Awards & Silent Auction - Crystal Ballroom 7:30 p.m.
 



THANK YOU, SPONSORS!
The success of the Olympic Logging Conference comes from the tremendous support 
we receive from our sponsors.

SILVER $250
A&B Machine & Hydraulics, Inc. 

Cowlitz River Rigging

Forest Marketing Enter. (Formark)

JMurray Forestry LLC

L.G. Isaacson Co. Inc.

Mosaic Forest Management

Munro LLC

Olympic Peninsula Bookkeeping

Pacific Forest Management

Pacific Northwest Products

Pacific Rim Log Scaling Bureau

Sevier Logging

Tikka Construction Company Inc.

 
BRONZE UNDER $250
Bordon Auto Parts 
Brumstad Logging
Nippon Dynawave Packaging
Schinnell Surveying & Mapping
Woods Logging

PLATINUM $1,000+
Adam’s Timber Services
Campbell Global
Cascade Hardwood Group 
  - Port Angeles Hardwood
Cascade Trader
Doosan
Evergreen Fibre
First Federal
Green Diamond Resource
Harbor Timber
Hermann Brothers Logging 
  & Construction
Janicki Logging & Construction
Merrill & Ring Inc.
Merrill & Ring Forest Products
Modern Machinery
Murphy Veneer
NC Machinery
Northwest Forest Link
PNC Equipment Finance
Papé Kenworth Northwest
Papé Machinery
Port Blakely
Quinault Partners
R L Smith Logging
RSG Forest Products
Rayonier Inc.
Sierra Pacific Industries
Stella-Jones
Sound Forest Management
Summit Attachments
Triad Machinery
WCLA Credit Union
Western Forest Products
Weyerhaeuser
Willis Enterprises

GOLD $500
AgWest Farm Credit

Alta Forest Products

American Forest Management

Bekkevar Logging and Trucking

Bell Pole

C & G Timber, Inc.

Canyon Lumber Co.

Cedarland Forest Resources

Chilton Logging Inc.

Fruit Growers Supply

Grose Construction

Hadaller Logging, Inc.

Hampton Lumber

Harbor Saw and Supply

Hoquiam Plywood

Interfor U.S. Inc.

LogMax

Millwood Timber Inc.

NW LOG-istics

Northstar Forestry/Norm 

  and Helen Schaaf

Northwest Hardwoods

Northwest Log Scalers

Nuveen Forest Capital

Pacific Fibre Products

Pacific Veneer

Pederson Brothers

Petrocard

Quadco

ResourceWise

Schermer Construction Inc.

Southstar

T-Mar

Technical Forestry Solutions

Westrock

Sponsors as of April 1st.



WENDY FARRAND 
Wendy Farrand is a speaker and a writer from Maine who works to strengthen 
the “people side” of timber harvesting. The most important thing that you need 
to know about Wendy is, she’s worked in the woods. She’s sloshed through the 
mud, carried hydraulic, run for parts or hoses and held staff meetings in sub-zero 
weather under the lights of the slasher. She understands the challenges you face 
and knows how hard it can be for loggers to focus on “the people side” of timber 
harvesting. That being said, Wendy works hard to bring you valuable information 
that you can take back to the woods, make some changes and see the impact those 
changes can have on production, and ultimately your bottom line. 

Wendy has addressed loggers from Fort Kent, Maine to British Columbia, from 
Natchez Mississippi to Orofino, Idaho, and all sorts of places in between. It doesn’t 
matter what your harvest system is, there will always be ways you can strengthen 
the culture of your business, or your crew. This is her second time addressing the 
Olympic Logging Conference, and she is pretty excited to be here again.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER



SPEAKERS CASEY BLACK
Export Sales and Logistics Manager, 
Weyerhaeuser
Casey began his career in the 
forest products industry in 1998 
as a Forestry Technician with Port 
Blakely Tree Farms, L.P. in McCleary, 
Washington. From there, he has held 
numerous forestry and operational roles. 
This experience includes work at Port 
Blakely Tree Farms, Green Diamond 
Resource Company, Rainier Veneer Inc. 
and presently Weyerhaeuser Company.
In early 2022, Casey assumed the role 
of Export Sales Lead for Weyerhaeuser 
Western Timberlands managing sales 
to customers in Japan, China, Korea 
and India. In addition, Casey manages 
portions of the Weyerhaeuser Southern 
Timberlands export program to India 
and Vietnam. 
 
JERRY BONAGOFSKY
CEO/Safety Director, WCLA
Jerry has worked at Washington Contract 
Loggers Association (WCLA) since 1995. 
From 1988 to 1995, he worked for the 
Washington Department of Labor & 
Industries, primarily as their statewide 
logging safety consultant. He also worked 
as a logger for about 16 years.

MATT COMISKY 
AFRC, Washington State Manager
Matt joined the American Forest 
Resource Council (AFRC) in 2013 
as the Washington Manager. He has 
more than 20 years of experience as a 
forest engineer and forester working 
for a variety of landowners, including 
working on trust lands managed by 
the Washington State Department of 
Natural Resources. At AFRC, he is 
responsible for monitoring both state 
and federal timber programs within 
Washington. Additionally, he works 
with beneficiaries of state trust lands, 
stakeholders, and federal, state, and 
local government agencies as well as 
elected officials on forest policy issues in 
Washington. 

STEVE COURTNEY 
Senior Consultant, The Beck Group
Steve Courtney joined The Beck Group in 
2021 after 30 years in the forest products 
industry in the western U.S. To his current 
position, Steve brings extensive industry 
experience and knowledge derived from 
various positions at major forest products 
manufacturing corporations from 
Northern California to Canada. Steve’s 
roles at those companies focused on raw 
materials with involvement in developing 
corporate strategy.

CLAY EMERY
Territory Sales Manager, Pape’ 
Machinery 
Clay has been a territory sales manager for 
Pape’ Machinery since 2021.  His territory 
includes the entire Olympic Peninsula 
and his focus is primarily on forestry and 
construction equipment sales and support. 
Clay is also a Morbark Specialist for the 
Seattle Region.

After graduating from Hoquiam High 
School in 1993, he followed his dream of 
being a 3rd generation logger and went 
straight into the forestry and construction 
industry where he worked for his father 
Ron Emery, who passed in 2008. In those 
15 years he learned many skills from top to 
bottom about the forest industry in which 
he still uses today.   

BRENNAN GRAY
Silviculture Forester, Manulife 
Investment Mgmt Timberland and Ag
Brennan was born and raised in Port 
Angeles. She attended Grays Harbor 
College to earn an associate’s degree 
in Natural Resources and is currently 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Forestry 
from Oregon State University. She is 
employed as a Silviculture Forester for 
Manulife Investment Management in the 
Cathlamet office.

AARON ABRAHAMS
Owner, E & E Timber
Aaron and his wife, Misty, started their 
timber cutting business, E & E Timber 
Inc. in 1999 and have since expanded into 
mechanized falling, cable thinning, and 
shovel logging. Aaron and Misty live in 
Forks, Washington. They have two adult 
daughters, Eryn (24) and Emily (22).

BRIAN BAHS
President and CEO, WCLA Credit 
Union
Brian began his lending career with the 
Farm Credit System for nine years. In 
2004, a confluence of life events brought 
him to the WCLA Credit Union where 
he has been the past 20 years being 
educated in the ways of logging by 
WCLA’s inspiring logger membership. 
Brian credits the support of the credit 
union’s directors, the determination of the 
membership, and the outstanding work 
of the credit union staff for WCLA Credit 
Union being named in the S&P’s Top 
100 Performing Credit Unions of 2022.

CRAIG “ODIE” BERTSCH
Region Manager for the North 
Washington Region, Weyerhaeuser
Odie has more than 30 years of 
experience in west side forest operations. 
In 1989, Odie started as a choker setter 
in the rigging on one of Weyerhaeuser’s 
tower sides. He has held many roles 
during his career including rigging 
slinger, hooktender, log quality/value 
optimization coordinator, harvest 
manager, and Vail area manager. He 
is currently the Region Manager for 
the North Washington Region in 
Weyerhaeuser’s Western Timberlands 
business.  Combining an effective down-
to-earth approach with strong leadership 
abilities, Odie adds significant value to 
the Western Timberlands team with 
everything he does. He was one of the 
first Weyerhaeuser managers to bring 
on and adopt traction assist and grapple 
logging in the Pacific Northwest.  



DAVID ELSTONE
Managing Director, Spar Tree Group 
Inc. and Publisher, View from the 
Stump
David is a professional forester and a 
highly regarded forest industry expert 
with more than thirty years of experience 
within the sector. David is the managing 
director of consultancy firm Spar Tree 
Group Inc., and he is also the publisher 
of the View from the Stump newsletter 
as well as the associated blog, Right from 
the Stump. Prior to founding the Spar 
Tree Group, David was the executive 
director of the Truck Loggers Association 
(TLA), advocating on behalf of the 
businesses supporting the BC forest 
industry’s supply chain. Before the TLA, 
David worked for ten years as a senior 
financial analyst for ERA Forest Products 
Research, advising institutional investors, 
manufacturers, and governments on 
global forest product markets. 

JEN INMAN
Finance Manager, Papé Machinery
Jen is responsible for securing financing 
for the Seattle and Northern East 
Cascades Regions, which includes six 
locations. She also secures financing 
for the Ag and Turf division for all 
CCE financing. With being the most 
senior field Finance Manager for Papé 
Machinery, Jen also helps to maintain 
the relationship with John Deere 
Financial by participating in multiple 
pilot programs. Prior to Papé, Jen led 
Member Services for BECU (Boeing 
Employees Credit Union) for seven years 
as the Manager in Tukwila, Washington. 

ERIC KRUME
Owner, Summit Attachments
Eric has been logging since the age of 17. 
In 1995 he founded Krume Logging & 
Excavation, in Castle Rock, Washington. 
His first-hand experience in the 
industry directly impacts the design and 
implementation of every project. Whether 
it’s an extreme duty grapple or a tethering 
system complete with state-of-the-art 
wireless technology for remote control 

and monitoring. Eric’s drive to improve 
the safety, efficiency, and reliability of 
machinery, coupled with his vision of 
where the industry is headed, powers his 
company’s innovation and quality.

In 2004 Eric Krume and Bruce Skurdahl 
formed Summit Attachments.

ADAM LEE
Owner, Adam’s Tree Service (ATS )
Adam bought his first pickup at 16 and 
cut enough firewood during the summer 
to purchase a Clark 666 Skidder. Adam 
and his brother, Jason, spent hours 
cutting it out of the bushes, put batteries 
in it, got it running, and started logging 
after school and on the weekends 
doing small private jobs. After Adam 
graduated, he worked on the rigging for 
another logging company and enrolled 
in Columbia Helicopter Cutting School. 

Adam and his wife Breanna currently 
have their office and shop in Longview, 
Washington. Adam’s Timber Service 
has one shovel side, a tower side, a road 
building side, and a rock pit with a total 
crew of 40 employees.

KUSHIAH MCCULLOUGH
Product Support, Tigercat
Kushiah has many years of practical 
on-the-ground experience with Pacific 
Northwest logging operations and a 
special interest and expertise in a range 
of steep slope logging techniques. 
Kushiah’s work experience and previous 
job functions include machine operator, 
field manager, product support 
representative, and operator trainer.

RUSS SMITH 
TERRITORY MANAGER, MODERN 
MACHINERY
Russ has more than 43 years of 
experience in forestry product sales and 
customer service.

Russ joined Modern Machinery as a 
territory manager in 2008. Working 
out of the Modern Machinery 

Rochester branch, he serves many 
different markets. He offers a broad 
range of equipment including mining, 
construction, material handling, 
crushing and screening, drilling, road 
maintenance, and forestry steep slope 
equipment.

Prior to joining Modern Machinery, 
Russ was a senior Factory Rep at Madill, 
where he excelled in yarder equipment 
sales and service. 

HEATHER SPALDING
Green Jobs Coordinator, Pacific 
Education Institute (PEI)
Heather grew up in southern Oregon 
and has always appreciated the role of 
forests in the Pacific Northwest. She 
earned a B.S. in General Science and 
M.S.Ed. in Educational Leadership and 
Policy with a focus on sustainability at 
Portland State University (PSU). 

Heather also worked at PSU to develop 
programs that focus on student 
leadership, service, mentoring, and 
career prep. She has been involved with 
Greater Portland’s Regional Centre of 
Expertise on Education for Sustainable 
Development in partnership with United 
Nations University. Prior to working at 
PEI, she worked in Central Washington 
University’s teacher education program. 

DR. STEVEN L. THOMAS 
Vice President for Instruction, 
Peninsula College
His professional career includes successful 
experiences as a K-12 teacher, researcher, 
policy analyst, faculty member, and 
higher education leader. Currently, Dr. 
Thomas serves as the Vice President 
for Instruction at Peninsula College 
located in Port Angeles, Washington. 
At Peninsula College, he realigned 
instructional support services to create 
the Center for Equity, Teaching, and 
Learning. In addition, he has collaborated 
with the faculty to strengthen Peninsula 
College’s environmental science offerings, 
creating a Natural Resources program.



The OLCF is organized exclusively for charitable, educational and scientific purposes including the 
making of distributions to persons seeking advanced education or organizations that qualify as exempt 
organizations under Section 501 (c) (3) of the IRS code. See olcnw.com website for new expanded 
criteria details.

OLYMPIC LOGGING CONFERENCE FOUNDATION

OLC FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS

KEVIN WORLEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Forest Carbaugh - $1500
• Graduate of North River High School and Grays Harbor College.
• Currently enrolled at the University of Idaho. Expecting to graduate in December of 2022 majoring in Forestry with a minor in 

Forest Operations.
• Active in the Society of American Foresters, Student Association of Fire Ecology, Forestry Honors Society along with volunteering 

through church ministries.
• Interned with PotlatchDeltic in 2021 and has done prior work for a forestry consultant and land surveyor.

EVERGREEN
Mathew Scheuber - $1500
• Enrolled at Oregon State University pursuing a dual degree in Forest and Civil Engineering planning to graduate in June of 2024.
• Active in Forestry Club, Logging Sports, and Fishing Club.
• Interned with Lone Rock as a Forest Engineer and has worked as a Wildland Firefighter for WA State DNR.

Jerred Bailey - $1500
• Will graduate from Elma High School in June of 2022.
• Has been accepted to Northwest Lineman College.
• Participated all four years of high school in football, basketball, 

and baseball. Active in FFA, Skills USA and volunteered for 
WDFW to help with salmon spawning.

Emily Sirguy - $1000
• Graduate of Port Angeles High School and is enrolled at the 

University of Idaho pursuing a degree in Interior Architecture 
and Design with a minor in Architecture.

• Active in Interior Architecture and Design Club and campus 
ministries.

Grace Geer - $1000
• Graduate of Montesano High School and currently attending 

WSU Pre-Nursing program.
• Will apply to nursing school after this year and graduate in 

2025.
• Participated in Basketball, Fastpitch Baseball, and president of 

Honor Society.

Taylor Ship - $1000
• Will graduate from WF West High School in June of 2022.
• Has been accepted into the University of Washington’s Foster 

School of Business.
• Participated in Forensics/Debate, Baseball, Knowledge Bowl, 

and Spanish Club

Amelia Hermann - $750
• Will graduate from Sequim High School along with an AA 

degree through Running Start at Peninsula College.
• Has been competing nationally in Junior and Pro-Level Rodeo 

throughout middle and high school. 
• Volunteers weekly at her church.

Kaleb Mitchem - $750
• Will graduate from Toutle Lake High School in June of 2022.
• Plans to attend Lower Columbia College and then transfer to 

purse a degree in Economics.
• Participated in Knowledge Bowl, Robotics, Cross Country, 

Basketball, and Track.

Austin Graham - $750
• Will graduate form Forks High School in June of 2022.
• Has been accepted to Northwest Lineman College.
• Participated in Football and enjoys working on cars.

2022 AWARD RECIPIENTS - $9,750 DISTRIBUTED



Tim Timberlake 1945-1946 †
Ed Douglas 1946-1947 †
Frank Donahue 1947-1948 †
Ralph Stevens 1948-1949 †
Paul Atkinson 1949-1950 †
Nellie Hartnagel 1950-1951 †
Bob Cunningham 1951-1952 †
Walt Kelly 1952-1953 †
Elmer Critchfield 1953-1954 †
Bun Lewis 1954-1955 †
Gus Haley 1955-1956 †
Reid Priest 1956-1957 †
Gib Rucker 1957-1958 †
C.J. Hopkins 1958-1959 †
Carroll Mercer 1959-1960 †
Pete Carlson 1960-1961 †
Bob Rheinberger 1961-1962 †
Jack James 1962-1963 †
Bob Fox 1963-1964 †
Brian Fitts 1964-1965 †
Ray Helgeson 1965-1966 †
Ray Buchmann 1966-1967 †
Macrae Thomson 1967-1968 †
Earl Simonton 1968-1969 †
Max Schmidt, Jr. 1969-1970 †

Chair
Roger & Carmen Smith
R L Smith Logging
Olympia

Vice Chair
Branden & Katie Sirguy
Merrill & Ring Forest Products
Port Angeles

253-777-8077 • info@olcnw.com • www.olcnw.com

2023 DIRECTORS
Members
Joel Pedersen & Hailey Ridout
Pedersen Land & Timber
Tumwater

Bryan & Karen Huber
Merrill & Ring Inc.
Port Angeles

Nicole & Jed Kimzey
Merrill & Ring Inc.
Port Angeles

John & Kathy Schmit
RSG Forest Products
Kalama

Jesse Helvey & Kim Pham
Forks Fiber Inc.
Forks

Kyle and Holly Williams
Weyerhaeuser  
Aberdeen

Past Chair
Brian & Sue Carbaugh
Campbell Global
Cosmopolis

CONFERENCE PAST CHAIR - 75 YEARS
Don Dyson 1970-1971 †
Tom Driscoll 1971-1972 †
Jim Harper 1972-1973 †
Carl Carlson 1973-1974 †
Tom Erickson 1974-1975 †
Doug Mavor 1975-1976 †
Ernie Dahman 1976-1977 †
Dean Hurn 1977-1978 †
Dan Williams 1978-1979 †
Bruce Coombs 1979-1980
Floyd Hovey 1980-1981 †
Bob McLachlan 1981-1982 †
Roger Addleman 1982-1983
Glenn Wiggins 1983-1984
Milt Philbrook 1984-1985 †
Sam Hurworth 1985-1986
Gerry Lane 1986-1987
Harold Brunstad 1987-1988
Bill Hermann 1988-1989
Alan Cain 1989-1990
Gordon Iverson 1990-1991
Les Allen 1991-1992
Don Larsen 1992-1993 
Jack Zaccardo 1993-1994 †
Rod Quesnel 1994-1995

Norm Eveleth 1995-1996
Dick Vuori 1996-1997
Dave Williams 1997-1998
Brent Burbridge 1998-1999 †
Fred Pleines 1999-2000
Tim Fredson 2000-2001 †
Robert Hurn 2001-2002 †
Paul Kriegel 2002-2003 †
Mike Carlson 2003-2004
Brian Merryman 2004-2005
Lloyd Anderson 2005-2006
Bob Woodcock 2006-2007
Joe Staley 2007-2008
Mike Conaway 2008-2009
Norm Schaaf 2009-2010
Mike Janicki 2010-2011
Ken Thomsen 2011-2012
Pat Tagman 2012-2013
Jeff Adams 2013-2014
Kevin Worley 2014-2015 †
Steve Courtney 2015-2016
Casey Black 2016-2017
Larry & Darcy Mitchem 2017-2018
Jamie & Jody Hillery 2018-2019
Brian & Sue Carbaugh 2020-2022
† Deceased


